
      Kohler Kronicles 

S p r i n g  C a l e n d a r  

July 6  First day of summer 

session 

July 6  Patriotic Week  

July 12  Movie/Theatre 

Week, see Toy Story 3  

July 19  School Spirit Week  

July 26  Camping Week  

August 2  International 

Week, go to diner  

August 9  Beach Week  

August 16  Science Week  

August 20  Last day of 

summer session.   1:00 

early dismissal  

September 7  Teacher 

training  

September 8  First day of 

school 

Spring 

2010 

 A Message From 

Diane Hennessy,  

Supervisor 
     I am happy to an-

nounce that The Arc Koh-

ler School has received a 

VERY generous grant 

from the Summit Area 

Public Foundation. The 

grant will provide music 

therapy and art therapy for 

all Kohler students for the 

coming school year. There 

are also funds allocated to 

the purchase of musical 

instruments and art sup-

plies. Each class will re-

ceive a 1/2 hour of each 

therapy once per week. 

Welcome to our certified 

art therapist Diane 

Quiroga and certified mu-

sic therapist Megan Chap-

pius. Each of them will 

bring their unique talent 

and skill to the school and 

will be wonderful addi-

tions to our staff. 

60 years of service to the community 

        Thank You Parents 

    In May our wonderful par-

ents provided a staff apprecia-

tion luncheon at Kohler.  The 

staff enjoyed a delicious lunch 

of sandwiches and wraps, 

sushi, pasta, salads, meatballs 

and a  variety of desserts and 

other tasty treats.  We would 

like to thank our wonderful 

Parent Organization for all 

their thoughtfulness and hard 

work in sponsoring this event.  

Principalôs Message 

 Itôs hard to believe that the summer is already half 

over.  The entire staff has worked hard planning and 

preparing for an enjoyable summer experience.  Each 

week during the summer activities are planned around 

a weekly theme.  Some of the weekly themes for this 

summer are Patriotic Week, Movie Week, School 

Spirit Week, Camping Week, International Week, 

Beach Week, and Science Week.  Each day classroom 

and school wide activities are developed from these 

themes.  It takes a lot of planning and organization but 

so far the results have been well worth it.  Everyone is 

enjoying the experience. 

 I have been at the Arc Kohler School for four years 

and have decided that itôs time to move on.  I will be 

leaving at the end of July.  I have truly enjoyed my 

stay at the school and have grown very fond of all of 

the children.  I will miss them!  The Kohler staff is so 

dedicated to the children and their needs.  I have told 

many people that I see daily miracles and thatôs be-

cause of the staff and the parents of our children.  You 

are all my heroes. 

 I live close by and I plan on visiting often to see 

the children and how they progress.  I will miss all of 

you. 

BAA, QUACK, NEIGH  

ITôS KOHLER FARM DAY 

 On Thursday May 20th all of our classes enjoyed the annual Kohler Farm Day!  

Swift Farm brought baby chicks, ducks, sheep, bunnies, and a calf to our field. The 

Kohler kids had an opportunity to go out and interact with the animals. Many of our 

staff and students were seen sporting their ñbarn yard bestò outfits!  A fun time was 

had by all.  



 Speech Therapy newsé 

The speech department 

had a great time cele-

brating Better Hearing 

and Speech Month this 

May, with the second 

annual Sing-A-Long.  

Each class performed 

one of their favorite 

songs for the students, 

staff and families.  The 

whole school joined in 

with Old MacDonald 

and danced to a school 

favorite ï the Chicken 

Dance. 

 Occupational Therapy news.. 

The Occupational Therapy 

department planned an ex-

cellent school-wide celebra-

tion to end OT Awareness 

Month in April.  Five sta-

tions were set up outside to 

target sensory and fine mo-

tor activities like bubbles, 

foam soap, planting a tree, 

writing with wiggle pens 

and using sidewalk chalk.  

The pre-vocational group 

did a terrific job making a 

poster for graduation, which 

looked great in the gym   

during the graduation cele-

bration. 

 Physical Therapy newsé 

The Physical Therapy de-

partment has been making 

excellent use of Echo Lake 

Park, both the recreation 

area and the path along the 

lake.  Sports group is prac-

ticing soccer and baseball.  

The aerobics group is en-

joying the nice weather and 

taking many walks outside. 

 

T h e r a p y  U p d a t e s    
Page 2 

 Nurses Notes 

 The Nursing Department offered the Free Annual Eye Screening at Kohler School  on April 6, 

2010. The Project Prevention Unit from the Commission for The Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI) with Dr. 

Frank Miele, Ophthalmologist and Chaitali Shah, Eye Field Technician and Coordinator of Mobile Unit 

Screenings have screened the 20 studentsô visual acuity, intraocular pressure, eye muscle balance and field vi-

sion. 

We also had our 2nd Annual Free Hearing Screening at Kohler School on April 30, 2010. Fredi Jarmel, 

Au.D., Clinic Director from Montclair State University Center for Audiology and her doctoral students pro-

vided hearing screening for our 39 students.  They provided Visual/ Otoscopic Inspection, Pure Tone Hearing 

Screening at 20 dBHL, Tympanometry Screening, and Otoacoustic Emission Screening (OAE). 

Our sincerest thanks to the doctoral students: Teigan Fletcher, Alex Malyarovick, Sam Fox, Caitlin 

Chauvette and our ongoing gratitude to Dr. Lorraine Solimine and Dr. Fredi Jarmel for volunteering their time 

and expertise to Kohler School. For those interested, they are providing a free follow-up exam at Montclair 

State Universityôs Center for Audiology and Speech Language Pathology at 1515 Broad Street in Bloomfield. 

Appointments can be made at (973) 655- 3934 and they also accept medical insurances to cover other tests. 

The Nursing Departmentôs Wish List is a replacement to a broken otoscope and continued budget sup-

port of required $450 to provide free eye screening from CBVI. 

 

Dr Frank Miele gives Regan an eye examin. 

Therapy Wish Lists 

Speech: 

Magnet dollhouse set 

Board games (i.e. Trouble, 

Sorry, etc) 

 

Occupational Therapy: 

Glue sticks 

Elmerôs Glue 

Sensory fidget toys 

Vibrators 

Vibrating pens 

Weighted lap pad 

Compression vest 

Physical Therapy: 

Wider balance beam 

Hop scotch carpet 

Freedom Concept Bike 

Dr. Miele and Chaitali Shah giving eye exams. 
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                                                Micheleôs Class 

 In March, the kids enjoyed a variety of activities that involved celebrating Dr. Seussô birthday.  In 
Speech, our class read ñTen Apples Up On Topò and made a picture of apples on top of our heads.  We 
also read the book ñOne Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish.ò With our Occupational Therapist, we 
made Dr. Seuss hats.  In class on our own we were able to make and try green eggs.  Also in March we 
celebrated St. Patrickôs Day.  The kids took delight in making Shamrock shakes and using potatoes to 
paint. Other creative lessons we all enjoyed were making and flying kites, making shape books and 
dying eggs, then going on an egg hunt. 

 April was another great month.  The students learned about the Earth and stars.  We also made bin-
oculars with colored lens, which was a favorite for the kids.  We were able to go to Mountainside     
Library and listen to stories read by the librarian.  She also allowed the kids to venture out from the 
reading area and pick out different books for them to bring back to the class.  Debbie, one of our class-
room aides, was able to bring in a worm farm, which the children loved.  They touched and played with 
the worms.  She also brought in some tadpoles.  The children have been watching them grow and they 
help to feed them.   

 In the beginning of May, we concentrated on Motherôs Day gifts.  With help from the Occupational 
Therapist, the children planted flowers for their moms.  The children really enjoyed this activity and did 
a excellent job scooping the dirt and putting seeds in it.  We also focused on farm animals. We were 
lucky to have Swift Farm visit our school and allow the children to pet all the animals.  Other activities 
while studying farm animals were sponge painting, farm books and painting with pudding to make 
muddy pigs.  Also in May, we welcomed our new classmate, Yaroslav. 

 In June, we ended the year with fun activities such as scavenger hunts of fruits and vegetables, bub-
ble play, focusing on red, white and blue by making colorful trees, tasting different types of fruits and 
making Fatherôs Day gifts.   

                     Peggyôs Class  

      Ms. Peggyôs class was very busy this spring!  The first week of March we celebrated Dr. 
Seussô birthday.  We read several Dr. Seuss books and then the children picked which one was 

their favorite.  We made green eggs and ham (do you like green eggs and ham?) and hats like 

the Cat in the Hat.  We discussed spring weather.  We talked about the wind. The class enjoyed 

experimenting with the wind (a fan) and predicting which objects the wind would blow.  We 

also loved going out in PT and flying kites.   

 Along came St. Patrickôs Day and we had a lot of fun dressing up as leprechauns.  We 

worked on our numbers by counting gold coins and made yummy shamrock shakes in speech 

collab.  Next we jumped right into our Easter activities which included dying eggs, making bas-

kets and going on an egg hunt. 

 In April we continued to talk about spring and the changes we see in spring.  We learned 

about how seeds grow.  We planted seeds and watched them grow.  We then sequenced the 

growth cycle of a plant.  We also learned about the different parts of a plant and what a plant 

needs to live. Next we learned about baby animals.  The children enjoyed identifying animals 

and matching the baby animals to their mother.  We read ñAre You My Motherò and helped the 

baby bird find its mother.  We also discussed what animals hatch from eggs.  They all enjoyed 

opening eggs to see which baby animal was inside. We went on to learn about farm animals.  

The highlight was Farm Day at school.  The children loved seeing, petting and holding the ani-

mals.   

 We ended the year learning about pond animals.  We talked about the different animals that 

live in and around the pond.  We had tadpoles in our room which we watched change into little 

frogs.  The children loved watching them change and especially liked the tiny frogs jumping 

around.  The service dogs came to visit us at school. Everyone enjoyed seeing some of the tricks 

the dogs could do and petting and interacting with the dogs.  We had a great time at the Summer 

Kick Off party and were very happy so many of our parents could join us.   All the children 

worked very hard this year and we are very proud of all their progress and accomplishments.  

We look forward to taking a short break to catch our breath and will return in July ready for 

more summer fun. 

Farmer Amy is ready to see the 

farm animals at school. 

Gianni enjoys watching the tadpoles. 

Gabriela makes friends with Efram, the 

service dog. 

Happy Birthday Corrina, 6 years 

old! 

Shawn and Micah are grooving 

with their sun glasses on!. 



 A Fun Day At The Turtle Back 

Zoo 

 The last week of April all the classes 

enjoyed a day of excitement when visiting 

The Turtle Back Zoo in West Orange.  It 

provided an enriching recreational experi-

ence for all the children. Attractions we 

were able to visit were The Reptile Cen-

ter, Penguin Coast, Wolf Woods, Black 

Bear, Great Plains, American Alligator, 

River Otter, South America, Wild New 

Jersey, The Australian Exhibit and many 

more.  The Essex Farm, another attraction, 

is home to a variety of horses, goats, 

sheep, and fowl, which the children were 

able to touch and feel. Departing from 

Turtle Back Junction, the zoo's miniature 

train ride took our children through the 

beautiful South Mountain Reservation.  

The children and adults all enjoyed the 

visit to The Turtle Back Zoo. 

Graduation in Leana's Class! 

 Congratulations to our four 5th graders who will be graduating 

this year from Kohler School and move on to Middle School in 

September.  Graduation was held in the gym on June 16, 2010, and 

our graduates received their diplomas during the ceremony in front 

of their families, friends and the school. A small reception with re-

freshments followed for the graduates, their families and class-

mates. All who attended were able to view segments of a video of 

Leana's class and the many activities and trips they participated in 

throughout the school year. We are very proud of our fifth grade 

graduates as well as all of our third and fourth graders in Leana's 

class  who worked hard all year and accomplished so many goals. 

From class work to friendships, class trips, a new Science room, 

creativity, and personal growth and development, it was a fun, ex-

citing and successful year in our class! 

 Congratulations to our fifth grade graduates attending sixth 

grade in Middle School in September: Tanner Bell, Anjali Joseph, 

Jonathan Nistal and Tylor Smith 

 Congratulations to our fourth graders who will begin fifth grade 

in September: Josiah Matthews, Sabrina Perez and Melissa Silva. 

 Congratulations to our third graders: Wellington Campos, 

Nyasia Collins and Evan Winik 

Julia likes petting the 

rabbit on Farm Day. 

Ysabelõs favorite animal is 

the rabbit on Farm Day. 

Sophie helps build a 

house at the Sing-along. 
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 Judyôs Class 
 Judyôs class enjoyed a wonderful day at Turtle Back Zoo in the spring.  Some of the favorite at-

tractions were the prairie dogs where the children could crawl through tunnels and then pop up in a 

look out window to view the prairie dogs inside their natural environment.  Regan and Claudia loved 

this experience. 

 The petting farm was another big hit.  The children were able to go inside the fence with the farm 

animals and pet them.  Julia, Ysabel and Raphael liked the sheep the best.  Sophie liked the goats. 

 As we walked on the zoo path we saw many bison.  Diana and Francine were a little intimidated 

by their size and did not want to get very close to the fenced in area. 

 Brandon and Diana loved the train ride as well as the other children.  The train conductor went 

really fast and we had to hold on to our seats.  We rode along the lake feeling the cool breeze in our 

faces. 

 We ate a lovely lunch at the picnic grove with students, teachers and therapists.  The children had 

prepared their own lunches in the speech collaborative the day before.  The children learned how to 

make a sandwich by taking slices of bread and then putting ham and cheese on top.  The children 

decorated their own lunch bag with crayons and stickers and then packed their lunch bag with a juice 

box, sandwich and cookies.  Judy brought along a container of fresh strawberries to share with the 

class.  Everyone enjoyed the strawberries.  Judyôs class just loves fresh fruit and it is so good for 

them, too. 

 Francine had time to visit the gift shop before we boarded our bus.  She chose a plastic tiger sou-

venir with the help of Cindy her physical therapist.  She was thrilled to show her mom the tiger. 

 The entire trip was so much fun from beginning to end and your children were a delight.  We 

definitely like to go out of the classroom on field trips and the trips have been an assist to our educa-

tional curriculum 



Maryannsôs Class 

 

Maryannôs class was waiting for spring to arrive to en-

joy all of the wonderful activities in the warm weather. Our trip 

to the Turtle Back Zoo at the beginning of spring was a lot of 

fun. There were many animals like silly monkeys, fierce 

wolves, and even some cute animals like bobcats and penguins. 

The zookeeper even let us pet an alligator! Then we also had a 

petting zoo at school. These were very different from the ani-

mals we saw at the zoo. There was a cow, baby chickens, duck-

lings, and even some little bunnies that we were all allowed to 

touch and pet as well. In March we also had a big St. Patrickôs 

Day party during class. In honor of him and the Irish, every-

thing during our party was green cupcakes, the ice cream, and 

even our ice cream floats. In May, we let our moms know how 

much we love them by planting flowers for them. We watered 

them every day and watched them grow, just like you watched 

us grow. We canôt wait to see what the summer is going to 

bring for us! 

                                      Step Up for the Arcï Walkathon 2010 
Hello to all Kohler Families! 

 To those who do not know me, my name is Aida Colón-Liptak.  My son Andrew is in Micheleôs class. This year, I 

am co-chair for the Walkathon -- contact person for the families of the children in the ARC programs.  It is my hope that 

we, as Kohler Families, can make our presence felt at this yearôs Walkathon.  I am hoping to have as many families as 

possible form teams to be able to raise funds for the ARC.  Through this fundraiser, we will be able to help the ARC 

continue their mission in funding programs such as the Kohler School, Bright Beginnings, Camp Star and the small 

weekend programs such as T-ball and Karate classes which are very important in helping our children develop and grow. 

 In an effort to make this yearôs walk a success, I want families to know that they can form their own groups or join a 

team that is already formed by going to firstgiving.com.  This website assists you in creating your own team or joining 

one and allows for donations to be sent via the internet.  This helps with reaching people and family members that are 

willing to donate but that do not reside near us.  If anyone would like to do either, please contact me and I will be more 

than willing to help in setting up a page.  If anyone feels the need to volunteer I am more than willing to have Natalie get 

in contact with you about volunteering that day (setting up, assisting along the walk, clean up, etc.)  

 This year is the 5th year of the Annual Step Up for the Arc Walkathon.  The walk will be on Saturday, September 

25, 2010 at Oak Ridge Park, Clark.    There will be, as in previous years, breakfast, compliments of the Freemasons and 

lunch will be provided by Applebeeôs.  This year, we will have the mascots of both the Somerset Patriots and the NJ 

Devils joining us on this fun filled day.  The walk this year will be different in that it will be a 3K Walk/Run instead of 

the walk that was done around the Union County Campus at Scotch Plains.  Families can choose to walk or run which-

ever they prefer to make this day as enjoyable as possible for everyone involved. 

 I truly feel that there is a strong need for us as a whole to show how much the school means to us and our children 

and that we would be lost without the school or the staff that runs it.  I hope many of you will join me and my family at 

this event. 

 Every family should have received a brochure for the walk by now.  If you have any questions do not hesitate to con-

tact me through the school or through my email at aida_albert@juno.com.  I hope to hear from as many of you as possi-

ble. 

 Aida Colon-Liptak 

Andrewôs Mom 

Member, Board of Directors 

Aaron enjoys playing the 

drum in music class. 

Jose pets the chick on 

Farm Day. 

Gary likes the chicks  on 

Farm Day. 
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Ian has fun with the animals 

on Farm Day. 



Volunteers Needed For  

Autism Study 

 Researchers at the University of 

North Carolina, Childrenôs Hospital 

of Philadelphia, University of Wash-

ington in Seattle, and Washington 

University in St. Louis are seeking 

volunteers for their study on brain 

development in infants who have an 

older sibling with autism.  For infor-

mation visit   www.ibis-network.org. 

Summer Kick-Off Party is Fun For All!  

 On June 11 the Kohler School had itôs second annual Summer 

Kick Off Party sponsored by the Parents Organization.  It was a beau-

tiful day for everyone to go outside and gear up for summer.  The 

children enjoyed games such as bowling, fishing for ducks, parachute 

and bean bag toss.  There were crafts to enjoy, as well as face paint-

ing and tattoos. The bubble machine provided lots of fun as the chil-

dren chased and popped bubbles.   The Italian ice truck was there to 

provide a refreshing snack for all.  The children enjoyed dancing to 

music  provided by Mr. Figueroa.  We also enjoyed music by our mu-

sic therapist Megan Chappius.  We were very happy to see so many 

of our parents and siblings come and join in the fun.  A great time 

was had by all! 

Mauricio, Sophie, Matthew and Chance help plant a tree for 

Arbor Day during OT Day activities. 

Corrina likes the duckling at Farm Day 

Our proud graduates-Tanner, Jonathan and 

Tyler. 

Regan and Julia enjoy petting the rabbit 

on Farm Day. 

Andrew has fun in the foam soap 

during the OT Day activities. 

Service Dogs Come To Kohler 

 On June 17 the Kohler School 

was visited by two service dogs, 

Efram and Kailey.  The children 

were treated to a  presentation where 

they saw some of the tricks the dogs 

could do such as pick up keys, open 

a door and give a hug.  The children 

were then able to interact with the 

dogs.  They all enjoyed petting , 

brushing  and playing catch with the 

dogs. 
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Evan and Jonathan pose at the 

zoo. 

Evan and Tylorð itõs nice to have 

friends! 

Andrew and Lucy wait for the 

train at the zoo. 

Joshua holds a duckling on 

Farm Day. 

Tina and Raphael enjoy the train ride. 



Ashley likes green eggs and ham! 

Gabriela and Chance have fun at the zoo. 

Chance enjoying the OT Day 

activities. 

Raphael, Sophie and Regan visit the petting farm at 

the zoo. 

Ashley and Nicholas show off their 

Cat In The Hat hats. 

Gabriela and Gianni making crafts at the 
Summer Kick Off Party. 

Wellington and Chance play with Efram the 

service dog. 

Lovee likes making bubbles 

during OT Day activities. 

Husani has a good time at the   Summer Kick Off Party. 
Jonathan helps decorate the 

lunch room in pre-voc group. Regan shows off her Motherõs Day 

present. 

Sara loves the baby rabbit. 

Jonathan, Wellington and Sabrina 

have fun dancing at the Sing-along. 

Matthew the leprechaun is 

ready with his pot of gold. 

Andrew, Lucy and Amy get ready for the 

Sing-along. 
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Micah and Amy have a good time on 

Farm Day. 


